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“Iron Man” Clayton Morgan

Nears DAV National Driving Record


John Maher, Disabled American Veterans Department of Utah Adjutant 

Imagine driving over 600 trips from 

Ely, Nev., to the George E. Wahlen 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

Medical Center in Salt Lake City, 

Utah, in just over an eight-year 

period. Do the math! That figures 

out to 75 trips a year, or one trip 

every 4.8 days, or one trip every 

3.4 days counting only work days 

when the Disabled American 

Veterans (DAV) vans are running.  

Those are the incredible numbers 

put up by Clayton Morgan, voluntary 

driver for the DAV transportation 

program at the medical center. 

This man is truly remarkable. He is 

up at 3 a.m. and ready to pick up his 

veterans and it doesn’t matter what 

the weather is. “If he is scheduled 

to be here he will be here,” says 

Heidi Hopper, DAV Hospital Service 

Coordinator at the medical center. 

During the winter months, it is not 

unusual for Clayton to get through 

even when professional drivers 

back away. Driving lonely two-

lane roads can require nerves of 

steel but white knuckle driving is 

old hat to Clayton. 

“I will never forget the day Clayton 

hit a deer on the highway and drove 

the rest of the way into the medical 

center with the hood wired down, 

both headlights broken, leaking 

radiator and half the front bumper 

missing,” said John Maher 

Department Adjutant of the DAV. 

“He actually had to look out the 

driver’s window to see where he 

was going.” Clayton drove all the 

way about 30 miles an hour but he 

wanted to get his veterans to the 

medical center. 

There are approximately 4.000 

volunteer DAV drivers in the 

nation, and Clayton ranks in the 

top four in mileage. Even more 

impressive is the fact that those 

ahead of him have been driving 

for many years and Clayton has 

accomplished his numbers in just 

over eight years. Incredibly, he 

averages about 4,300 miles per 

month making about 11 monthly 

trips. Clayton’s goal is to be number 

one the country in mileage. 

You might think with all the 

volunteer hours Clayton puts in 

driving the van; he would not 

Disabled American Veterans van driver, 
Clayton Morgan. 

have much time for other things. 

Think again!!! Clayton is known 

in Ely, Nev., as the man who 

likes to build house decks, and he 

does it at no cost to the owner. 

There is only one rule Clayton 

has and that is you must buy the 

best materials on the market and 

be patient because, just like his 

driving, when Clayton builds a 

deck it is a professional job. 

At his present pace Heidi Hopper 

projects Clayton to become 

number one in the country in about 

three more years. When this 

happens Department Adjutant John 

Maher has promised Clayton a 

huge honorary banquet in his honor. 




